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Queens of the Ki I I  
Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary 
l ists eight definitions for the word "ki l l ."  Most 
of them could be used to describe the play 
of senior volleyball players Abby Simon and 
Laura Bush : 
"Put an end to." 
"Defeat, veto." 
"Mark for omission." 
"Cause extreme pain to. "  
The most pertinent definition, however, 
is "to hit a ball so hard that a return is 
impossible." 
Simon and Bush are Queens of the Kill 
and are among the most decorated Furman 
athletes to spike or dig a volleybal l .  Both 
are three-year starters, two-time all-Southern 
Conference players and returning co­
captains from the 2001 squad that f in ished 
1 6- 1 2, 1 2-8 in league play. 
They're also moving up the ranks in the 
Furman record books. 
Entering the 2002 season Simon has 
1 ,099 kills to stand sixth all-time at Furman. 
Tammy Kerr '96 holds the career record 
with 1 ,71 4, fol lowed by Janine Turner '87 
with 1 ,258. Bush, tied for 1 Oth in kills with 
966, also ranks 1 Oth in blocks and ninth in 
block assists ( 1 96). 
Their accomplishments are not l imited 
to the court, either. Both Simon, a political 
science major, and Bush, a history major, 
sport grade-point averages over 3 .5 and 
are making plans to attend law school next 
year. 
"They are model student-athletes," says 
volleyball coach Michelle Young .  
Although Simon and Bush have 
garnered many of the same accolades, their 
playing styles are dramatically different. 
Simon, known for her speed and quickness, 
is a powerful fin isher, a soaring spiker. She 
is also the more animated of the two. Often 
screaming, pumping her fist and high-fiving 
her teammates after good plays, she is the 
adrenaline that drives the team. 
Bush steers it. Known for her quiet, 
steely determination, she keeps her 
emotions in check. The tallest member of 
the team at 6-0, she is a defensive stopper. 
She has the highest vertical leap (27 inches) 
on the squad and led the team last year 
with 72 blocks. 
"Bush is even-keel .  She's very positive, 
a steady influence," says Simon. 
Simon, Bush form dynamic Furman volleyball duo 
A top student, outside hitter Abby Simon 
was named to the first-team academic 
All-District Ill squad last fall. 
"Abby is the excitable one," says Bush . 
"But we play well together," they quickly 
add in unison. 
As high school seniors, both were 
recruited to Furman by former coach 
Cole Tallman. A native of Johnson City, 
Tenn. ,  Bush was a volleyball star at Sullivan 
South High School, which has produced 
several other Furman players. Simon, 
who is orig inally from Ohio, is a graduate 
of Greenville's Christ Church Episcopal 
School ,  which won the state Class A 
championship her senior year. 
By the time they arrived on campus in 
the fall of 1 999, Furman had a new coach, 
Keylor Chan, and several veteran players 
had quit the team. Chan, a former assistant 
at Northwestern, coached the Paladins to 
an 1 8-1 5 record ( 1 3-7 in the league) in 1 999 
before returning to Northwestern as head 
coach. 
Young, a volleyball standout during her 
student days at Clemson, moved up from 
the assistant's position to take over the 
program. She led the team to an 1 8- 1 7  
Middle blocker Laura Bush was a three­
sport standout in high school, where 
she also played basketball and ran track. 
record and a 1 5-5 conference mark in 
2000. 
While the 2001 squad posted a winning 
record, Bush and Simon agree that the 
results were disappointing, considering that 
all six starters returned and that the team 
had such a strong league record the 
previous season. Injuries were a major 
factor; at one point the team was able to 
dress only nine players, instead of the 
normal 1 3  or 1 4. 
"Last year we started really strong and 
picked up some great wins," says Young. 
"But then injuries hit us and we lost a lot of 
steam." 
For 2002 the Queens of the Kil l  lead a 
group of five returning starters, and hopes 
are high. Now that they've collected their 
share of individual honors, they're ready to 
pursue one that has eluded them - a  
Southern Conference championship. 
- John Roberts 
